
 

AeroVironment Pioneer Dr. Paul MacCready  Addresses GSE Industry 
and Others at Aviation Industry Week  

Aviation trailblazer to discuss challenges facing commercial aviation 

Las Vegas, NV (March 4, 2004) - Aviation Industry Week, the premier event for the 
business of aviation, announced today that Dr. Paul B. MacCready will speak at the 
upcoming show, to be held May 18-20, 2004, in Las Vegas, NV. Dr. MacCready is the 
founder and chairman of AeroVironment, Inc. He has been pioneering the use of alternate 
energy sources in aviation for over 50 years, developing vehicles and devices for both 
military and commercial use that strike a balance between nature and technology.  

"Dr. MacCready's innovations have changed the course of aviation," says Jill Hilgenberg, 
Aviation Industry Week Show Director. "The impact of his visionary designs and the 
technologies he has developed will be felt far into the future. Given Dr. MacCready's vast 
contribution to this industry, we are delighted that he will share his insight on the 
challenges facing aviation over the next few decades." 

Dr. MacCready will be giving a special session on Monday, May 17, for all attendees and 
exhibitors at Aviation Industry Week, entitled Commercial Aviation Challenges. This 
session will examine the major changes that can be expected in aviation over the next 15-
30 years, including the use of electric ground vehicles, the increased role of Unoccupied 
Air Vehicles (UAVs), increased security of passenger aircraft, higher fuel prices, fewer 
normal airports, and more passengers. 

Dr. MacCready earned his doctorate in aeronautics at Caltech and began his career flying 
sailplanes and powered aircraft. He pioneered high altitude wave soaring and in-cloud 
ventures with sailplanes, winning three National Championships and the International 
Championship in France. In 1971, he founded AeroVironment, Inc., focusing on 
aeronautics, the environment and alternate sources of energy. He is known as the "father 
of human-powered flight," having won the Kremer Prize for both his Gossamer Condor 
and Gossamer Albatross. Today, his work focuses on the challenge of combining nature 
and technology to meet the unique needs of both current and future markets. 

AeroVironment Inc. was the primary developer, for GM/Hughes, of the Sunraycer, 
winner of the first solar car race across Australia in 1987. The company also developed 
the battery-powered Impact car in 1988-89, which became the EV-1 for GM's 
commercial introduction of a rechargeable battery-powered car. The company is 
currently developing both battery packs and fuel cell systems for powering a number of 



efficient planes, land and water vehicles. 
 

Aviation Industry Week is host to the GSE International Expo, AS3 - the Aviation 
Services and Suppliers Supershow, the National Air Transportation Association's 
(NATA) 2004 Annual Convention, and the Professional Aviation Maintenance 
Association's (PAMA) 33rd Annual Aviation Maintenance Symposium. The event 
showcases ground support equipment and solutions, aviation maintenance training and 
education, and general aviation aftermarket services for aviation companies, aircraft 
manufacturers, and airport-based businesses.  

 
 


